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Abstract

The land of Iraq is distinguished in the past as it was the
beginning of human civilization well-known worldwide for its
cultural and valuable achievements and had its wide cultural
relations and influences with various civilizations and states of the
ancient world. On this basis, the interest in the antiquities of those
ancient lIragi civilizations has been great. The interest has been
grown and intensified in parallel with the growth of motives and
goals of many Arab and foreign travelers and researchers who
visited Iraqg. They made clear in their writings something about the
antiquities of this country, which were mentioned in holy books
such as the Glorious Qur’an or the Old Testament. Some of those
who visited Iraq, especially foreigners, worked to reproduce and
draw some of the visible artifacts and return them to their
countries to form the incentive and motive that paves the way for
many travelers and researchers to visit lIrag and search its land for
those antiquities.

As a result, the beginning of the nineteenth century witnessed a
remarkable activity in the search for lraqgi antiquities through
many means, as the American, French, and British archaeological
missions competed in particular in the digging and excavation of
archaeological sites and the smuggling of the precious lIraqi
discoveries to American and European museums.

Keywords:  American  Archaeological Excavations, Iraq,
Antiquities Law.
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Qﬁ).fh.d‘j EL"‘M Adall | ove


https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/15481433
https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/15481433
https://anthrosource.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15481433/2004/106/3

[aassyts tuatyn varaldvavo ghpatt 2 duemy a8 2,531 elogamt)

dak ¢ Al JEYI 580 A ATY=YAYE Jgeaill DA §al & il e 6 (YA)
¥E e AT

(29) Leroy Waterman, Second Preliminary Report upon the Excavations at
Tel Umar, Irag: conducted by the University of Michigan, the Toledo
Museum of Art and the Cleveland Museum of Art University of
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(31) Leroy Waterman,Op.Cit.,P.85.

(32) E. A. Speiser, Preliminary Excavations at Tepe Gawra, American
Schools of Oriental Research ,University of Pennsylvania
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(33) Arthur J.Tobler, Excavations at Tepe Gawra, University of
Pennsylvania Press, 1950,Vol.11, PP.1-2.
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