~0 A~ Q) —
ZORN\G /0N

Bpalaall Lusall Bl B ladly Gpaad) Jaad)

@laigl) (g8 g .2

E.maha.alhindawy@ircoedu.uobaghdad.edu.iq

Fayall Al el [ Alc) aglell 2y () i) AS — alais daals

o s — Qo Vi & —_—  —+de

I

Narrative and Political Polemic in the Contemporary Arabic
Novel

Prof. Dr. Maha Farouk Al-Hindawi
University of Baghdad - College of Education
Ibn-Rushd for Human Sciences

Department of Arabic Language
2026

oy
SV IR o


mailto:E.maha.alhindawy@ircoedu.uobaghdad.edu.iq

s oaldiual)

Al 50 Slas oV ladl) (ol sal) e Al Adaadl A8l OS5 ¢ Dl o) jELY A glae Cua)
(hal mgial) 4duls iy Caall RIS S5 ¢ Yoo ¥ ale U8 Gl yall & casband) (Oladll 5 (o shail Gl )) (alae ) Lpnsbans
o NIV Jladl Cilans s ¢ medle e Apubandl 4 55l Gailiad 5 ¢ oy ya3 (A 2] 2 Y a5 eladll Ay b
e el e leie Jady ol Al AUSIL 6 5a 5 ¢ Auslell s alalle 35 450 3350 G eadla aad g olar 585 4l 5l o8
anza ¢ (s jlre alady gyl Alaludl Gilad 5l sliae Jlay ) 4l sad s ¢ Jiinall 41 a0 8 G 5l ) culS L
Balg A8 5 5 ¢lpnaill 5 ¢ aagil) aum o glie oldad 43S0 ¢ LG ABUS dad g ¢ Jadi Dy dd g ya g pihale (i 3 Dl 4dlalS
B sbiall Gaall g saliaal) AdKI Leadd o cidalod) slaxivl e
cplael calaall i) cidabed) ¢ JKEY) Jladl —dabecdl Gl ) siualidall LIS

Abstract
This study aims to examine the contours and configurations of the dialectical relationship

between literary discourse—exemplified by Sinan Antoon's political novel I'jaam—and political
discourse in pre-2003 Iraq" by employing a discourse analysis approach alongside literary critical
frameworks defining the political novel and its features, this study reveals the contours of the
problematic hero (le héros problématique). Within the narrative, he battles the oppression of his
tormentor inside the cell through dreams and hallucinations, as well as through the act of
writing—a practice he refuses to abandon despite it being the primary cause of his imprisonment.
Ultimately, he evolves into an anti-hero who maneuvers against the regime’s ideologized
discourse. He counters it with a dissident, ambiguous text whose words lack logical sequence,
whose letters are unpointed, and whose script is obscure; yet, it remains a resistant discourse
against marginalization and oblivion, standing as a testimonial document to the regime's
authoritarianism and its suppression of opposing words and evasive script.

Key Words: Political Novel, Problematic hero, Power , Counter — discourse , I'jaam.
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