Oshil Gl ™ Gla i B sk Laaa g " Ayl gy B Al sl

dhyaa.a.mahmoud@aliragia.edu.iq

QI SY) Al [ Ad)l) daala)

-P-e

CoyaPr——+3e
36

The Artistic Structure of the Novel *The Pomegranate Alone * Sinan Antoon

DHEYAA ABDULHOSSAIN MAHMOUD
Al-Iraqia University / College of Arts

5
SV R


mailto:dhyaa.a.mahmoud@aliraqia.edu.iq

oaliiual)

Sy (Joayly Aflal) ciially qguall BB A Bl ledy) slule clglis ) Spalaall Adhal) il i oe clal) Bad Wasg Ay, Sl
Al aainal) lgale A el o Aalje 8 il cAanldl) duadiglly Auadl) o gand Ay gl i Bl e Lally Sl Lt
& eisall Siia Jars (3 "alga gl Badds pe Jasnd) Gl Glial (53 o Laia¥ly ouudl) Al CRAS o gl agli Y4 ¥ ale
Al I ok b gl Saal ety . ulially Gdall dang Gaas o Y Jleadl piea Blasg Bl 068 ol la S 5t oo gy Aiga
. Shaally cally il s e ag gbly (oag ccually illy Blall B 4ne) Gn LlsIs Tola alga Gl . uils U (0 cigal) lgn dans Asa )
calal) allal) 138 3 ooy - cgsbalal) Blall sgdall e T Agad) Jous dige cnnual a cabalual Aagdiall B cpde Jillin ag Jb
SOl G Cpapualan ageidil Igang ) Gudlall Bl Aas duilust) & ga CSISH pouy

s e b gali ) Baddl adgh AN oy aiudly Blal) Y dass L3S Doy Lhas "clall Bad " gias Dlgl B gl
alle 8 Busg bads e Jla Ja1 oh o Olsim Bl @els Qiily isall Ang A asaall o S sagl oS LGSy a3 igal
el (A dadil) NI o Ayl CAEST LS . aga¥ Ty pdal) aule o Cualia LE g cBasaiall Blall ja) ) Bl cdgas a8 lgh
o ciat (ST Ayl SBe o) a cduagal) A3a (e Tega Cupal qruany ¢ oLl anlall i) T S8k 3 sciind) i) ga Ssa
LAY Al 1 laialy L) e uadl) gias Lo gag dndal) latly Jlaally Gall ) cuiadl cha ool 13N (A (Al gayg - o) @lgl)
bR Al Gulaaly Bl (B Ayl cor Glsny G () Sl oandil) JAIA (B U84y spaabind) G Jmadly
plle Jaag Blaally Euddl) dilglas o9 Glay) Adlin 00 dla) (o Lad) cquall 8 dilSa 2 Gl Olall Band Waayg Lilg) Ol (Jaaal) g
LS Lol Bl anan ¢ Gy ) La 43S0 ccag ) ASUET (301 Bal) Gl Bay "slen" dsadi s draa o Oshail Glinu g Uaid) By . 8103
LAY Ty Wasg Ably Gl Bad ol

slid) 2 Ao ) DY) andy el slidly ¢ Gluaddll ami ¢ ¢ gloll Bad lasg " s dilgyl Al guadd) B Dl jallia oy

Blos ga dadl G IS Al (laiall 138 g culg )l G0 el g AN cuuliall (Bal) Allab (b auas (e Lelil ¢ Ghaadl eyl
(Caally aafill alaia) Biaa Alaat of ALdS (Base Ausg  Apaly ¢ A s AK ) Ahaall s Wl A8l Bigll B Sl e gpiall
’ (Ol sl ¢ OSall ol chpaddd) oliy) dgdadl ) glaall

Abstract
The novel *The Pomegranate Alone* stands as one of the most prominent contemporary Iraqi novels addressing
the tragedy of the Iraqi people amidst war, sectarian violence, and occupation. Written by Iraqi novelist and poet
Sinan Antoon, the work employs a style that blends lyricism with stark realism to present a harrowing portrait of
the transformations Iraqi society underwent after 2003. The novel reveals the psychological and social devastation
inflicted upon the ordinary citizen through its protagonist, Jawad—a man who washes the bodies of the dead, a
trade inherited from his father, yet who dreamed of being an artist and sculptor creating beauty rather than living
among corpses and graveyards.
The novel is set in Baghdad, a city besieged by death on all sides. Jawad grapples with an internal conflict between
his yearning for life, art, and love, and a daily reality defined by bombings, corpses, and destruction. Each day, he
receives dozens of bodies—often horribly mutilated—rendering the profession of washing the dead an integral part
of Iraq’s tragic landscape. Through this grim setting, the author paints a deeply human portrait of the suffering
endured by Iraqis who found themselves trapped by fear and loss.
The novel features the "pomegranate tree' as a central symbol embodying life and continuity amidst the ruins.
Growing near the site where the dead are washed, the tree appears to be the only entity capable of withstanding
death; indeed, the novel’s title suggests that hope has come to rest upon a solitary tree in a collapsing world. The
tree transforms into a symbol of renewed life and a silent witness to human tragedy and suffering. The novel also
reveals the psychological shifts Jawad undergoes as the violence persists; he gradually loses his natural perception
of things, and death becomes a part of his daily existence, causing his human relationships to erode under the
pressure of a harsh reality. Yet, a yearning for art, beauty, and a normal life lingers within him, lending the
character a distinct human depth.
The novel does not merely chronicle political events; it delves into the inner psyche of the Iraqi individual, who
lives caught between the desire to survive and a persistent sense of devastation.
Ultimately, *The Pomegranate Alone* is not simply a story about war; it is a novel about human fragility and the
struggle to cling to life amidst a crumbling world. Sinan Antoon succeeds in making the character of Jawad a
symbol of the Iraqi people—burdened by war, yet still searching for a glimmer of life, much like the pomegranate
tree that remains standing alone amidst the ruins.
Aspects of modernity within the narrative fabric of the novel “Wahdaha Shajarat al-Rumman®* (The Pomegranate
Tree Alone) include a multiplicity of characters, a complex temporal structure, and a variety of settings—all of
which manifest through the gradual unfolding of events. These elements anchor the narrative within an Iraqi milieu
that aligns with the novel's temporal rhythm. Against this artistic backdrop, the study aims to shed light on the
structural composition of the Iraqi postmodern novel—a genre rich in artistic, literary, and intellectual codes that
make it a compelling subject for scholarly inquiry and analysis.
Research themes (Character development <Space development <Time development)
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