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Abstract

This study presents an in-depth analysis of the grammatical views of the distinguished scholar Badr
al-Din al-Damamini, focusing specifically on his treatment of the topic of definiteness and
indefiniteness (ma ‘rifa wa-nakira). The study also aims to identify the distinctive features of his
perspective on the nature of definiteness and indefiniteness, as well as his classification of the various
types of definite nouns.

The primary objective of this research is to elucidate al-Damamini’s stance on the grammatical rules
concerning definiteness and indefiniteness. It further seeks to uncover his approach to organizing the
categories of definite nouns and to analyze his points of divergence from earlier grammarians. Special
attention is given to the arguments and evidentiary basis al-Damamini used to support his views.
Additionally, the study offers a comparative examination of al-Damamin1’s methodologies in his two
major works: Tuhfat al-Gharib fi al-Kalam ‘ala Mughni al-Labib and Ta liqg al-Fara’id ‘ala Tashil al-
Fawa’id.

To achieve its aims, the study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, which allows for a precise
tracing of al-Damamini’s views and the extraction of the core features of his unique approach to
grammatical issues. The findings reveal that al-Damamini rejected rigid and formulaic grammatical
definitions, favoring instead a focus on meaning and semantic clarity when classifying nouns. He is
shown to have offered a nuanced ranking of definite nouns based on the degree of clarity and
specificity they convey. Furthermore, the study confirms al-Damamini’s role as a meticulous and
perceptive critic, capable of analyzing earlier opinions and articulating insightful interpretations
backed by solid linguistic and grammatical evidence. The comparative analysis between his two works
demonstrates that his overall methodology remained consistent in its analytical rigor, while also
adapting specific stylistic and thematic elements to suit the nature of the primary text under discussion
in each book.

Keywords: al-Damamini, definiteness and indefiniteness, grammatical thought, Arabic grammar,
grammatical methodology.
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