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Abstract

The parliamentary opposition made its presence felt in the Iranian Islamic
Consultative Assembly (Majlis), it is undoubtedly a continuation of all previous
parliamentary opposition movements the country has witnessed since the
establishment of the first parliament in 1906. The conflict was between two factions
within the same party, the Islamic Republican Party: a left-wing faction
represented by Mir Hossein Mousavi and a right-wing faction comprised of veteran
figures of the Islamic Revolution. This conflict was a natural consequence of the
war with Iraq, which negatively impacted the economic situation, leading to high
inflation and a reliance solely on a resistance economy..
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Footnotes and references

. Mir-Hossein Mousavi: born in the city of Khameneh in East
Azerbaijan Province, north-western Iran, 1942. He graduated from the
Department of Architecture at the University of Tehran in 1970. He joined
the Republican Party and, after the victory of the revolution, was appointed
editor-in-chief of the Jomhuri-ye Eslami newspaper. He then became
Minister of Foreign Affairs in the government of Rajai. After the bombing
of the presidential building and the death of the President and Prime
Minister Muhammad Javad Bahonar, Mousavi was selected as Prime
Minister. He also assumed the position of Vice President in 1989 during the
presidency of Mohammad Khatami. He lost the 2009 presidential elections
to his rival Ahmadinejad and resorted to appeals and protests.
Ithar Abd al-Husayn Ni‘mah al-‘Isaawi, Muhammad ‘Ali Rajai wa dawruh
al-siyasi fi Iran 1933-1981, unpublished MA thesis, Al-Mustansiriyah
University, College of Education, 2023, p. 117.

° R.K. with Yadram Sohrablu, “Tawallud Jab wa Rast”, Nasim Bidari
Journal, Khordad 1390, pp. 17, 47.

. Fatemeh Nazari Kahr, Banisadr az zuhur ta suqut, Markaz Asnad al-
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o Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, Karnamah wa khatirat sal 1363: be sui
sarnevesht, 4th ed., 1386, pp. 15-16.

. Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, ibid., p. 16.

. Musa Khwainiha (Mousavi Khoeiniha): Sayyid Muhammad
Mousavi Khoeiniha, born in Qazvin 1931. He studied religious sciences in
Qom and joined the revolution from its beginning, later accompanying
Imam Khomeini in Najaf, then returning to Iran and later moving to Paris.
He held several important positions, including being appointed by Imam
Khomeini to oversee eligibility of presidential candidates in the first term.
He was a member of the Constitutional Experts Assembly (first term)
representing Zanjan, a member of parliament representing Tehran in the first
term, and deputy speaker of parliament. He also served on the board of
directors of Radio and Television, Amir al-Hajj of Iran, and a member of
the Expediency Discernment Council. He was one of the supporters of Mir-
Hossein Mousavi and is considered one of the theorists of the reformist
current.

Ahmad Fadel al-Saadi and Nagham Khushhali, Mawsu ‘at a ‘lam al-thawrah
al-Islamiyyah fi Iran 1963—-2013, 1st ed., Iraq Center for Studies, Baghdad,
n.d., pp. 309-310.

. Ruznama-ye Kayhan, 16 Farvardin 1367, p. 11.

. Abd al-Amir Abd al-Hassan Hashim, a/-mu’assasah al-tashri ‘iyyah
fi Iran: dirasah fi al-haykal al-idari wa al-mas uliyyat al-takhasusiyyah
1979-1988, PhD dissertation, College of Education (Ibn Rushd), University
of Baghdad, 2020, p. 213.

. Gholamreza Khaje Sarvari, Raqabat siyasi wa natbat siyasi dar
Jomhuri-ye Eslami Iran, Markaz Asnad al-Thawrah al-Islamiyyah, p. 316.
o Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, ibid., p. 16.

. Interview with Sayyid Hadi Khamenei, Parliament Forgotten,
Mehrnameh, Azar 1390, year 2, no. 17, p. 113.

° Abdullah Hasabi, Tashkil faragir, Tehran, Office of Documentation
and Research of the Islamic Revolution, Islamic Azad University, 1389, p.
207.

. Interview with Mehdi Karroubi, Mehr News Agency, 9/11/1386.

. Ruznama-ye Jomhuri-ye Eslami, 10/12/1363, no. 138, year 5, p. 12.
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. Hossein Ali Montazeri: born 1922, from a scholarly farming family.
He studied in Isfahan and Qom, participated in struggles against the Shah’s
regime, and spent 15 years in prison and exile under SAVAK. He later
became deputy of the Supreme Leader. He passed away on 19 December
2009.

Ahmad Faleh Hasan, Iran fi ‘ahd al-Imam al-Khomeini: dirasah fi al-
siyasah al-dakhiliyyah (25 Feb 1980 — 22 June 1981), MA thesis, College
of Education, University of Babylon, 2015, p. 23.

° Ruznama-ye Jomhuri-ye Eslami, 18/12/1363, no. 1387, year 5, p. 16.
J Islamic Republican Party: a political organization established in
February 1979 after the Islamic Revolution to transition from opposition to
governance. Muhammad Hossein Beheshti was appointed its first secretary-
general. Its political program consisted of 44 articles emphasizing
ideological and political Islam.

o Fatima al-Hamadi, al-Tayyarat al-siyasiyyah fi Iran, Arab Center for
Research and Policy Studies, Doha, 2012, pp. 43—44.
. Guardian Council: a body responsible for supervising elections in

the Islamic Republic of Iran, including presidential and Assembly of Experts
elections. It consists of 12 members (six jurist-theologians and six legal
experts). Members are appointed through the Supreme Leader and the
judiciary, and approved by parliament. Their term is six years, with half
renewed every three years by lottery.
Abd al-Amir Abd al-Hassan Hashim, ibid., pp. 75-92.

° Bidram Sohrablu, Nasim Bidari Journal, ibid., pp. 46—47.

o Ruznama-ye Ettelaat, 6/2/1363.

. Mohammad Kordzadeh Kermani, Daftar motala ‘at siyasi wa beyn
al-milal, 1380, p. 84; Abbas Aqaei Jabreh Hende, Dovomin dore-ye Majles-
e Shura-ye Eslami, Tehran, Markaz Asnad al-Thawrah al-Islamiyyah, 1378,
pp. 42-43.

° R.K. Bidram Sohrablu, ibid.; Archive of the Center for Islamic
Revolution Documents, memoirs of Hojjat al-Islam Nasiri.

. Ali Bi Zafar, Kabine-ye dovvom-e Mir-Hossein Mousavi, Center for
Islamic Revolution Documents, 1388, p. 46.

o Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, ibid., p. 176.

o Mashruh-e mozakerat-e Majles Shura-ye Eslami, 2nd term, session
23, 14/5/1363.

. Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, ibid., p. 199.

J ibid., p. 18.

J Ali Khamenei: cleric and politician, Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Revolution after Imam Khomeini. Born in Mashhad in 1939, he studied
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religious sciences, participated in revolutionary activities, was imprisoned
several times, became a founding member of the Islamic Republican Party,
served as President (1981-1989), and was appointed Supreme Leader in
1989. He remains in office.

. For more see: Ahmad Hossein Ya‘qub, Fikr al-Imam al-Khamenei
fi al-gadaya al-siyasiyyah wa al-ijtima ‘iyyah, Beirut, 2001.
° Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, Karnamah wa khatirat sal 1364,

Tehran, 1387, p. 20.

. Abbas Shadlu, Takathur gerayi dar jaryan-e Islami, Tehran, pp. 45—
46.

° Kayhan, 14/7/1364; Kayhan, 16/7/1364.
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° Mehdi Karrubi: cleric and politician, born 16 August 1931 in Keneh,
west of Tehran. He served as Speaker of the Assembly of Experts (2011—
2014). He was one of Imam Khomeini’s prominent students, Secretary-
General of the Association of Militant Clerics, President of Imam Sadiq
University, and held several governmental positions including Minister of
Interior. He died in 2014.

° Abd al-Amir Abd al-Hassan Hashim, ibid., p. 160.

° Ali-Akbar Mohtashami Pour, Jond-e sada’i dar Jame'at-e
Ruhaniyat, Tehran, 1379, pp. 36-37.
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