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Abstract

This study addresses the interpretive possibilities (al-muhtamalat al-tafsiriyyah) in Ahkam al-Qur’an
by Imam al-Jassas (d. 370 AH), clarifying the types of these possibilities, the causes underlying their
occurrence, and the methods al-Jassas employs in presenting them. The research surveys selected
examples that illustrate each of these cases and outlines the views of scholars regarding them, in order to
determine the most preponderant opinions concerning the meanings of the Qur’anic verses in which such
possibilities are mentioned. The study is divided into four sections:
The first section provides an introduction to Imam al-Jassas and an overview of interpretive possibilities
in Qur anic exegesis. The second section examines the types of interpretive possibilities according to al-
Jassas. The third section discusses the causes of interpretation based on possibility. The fourth section
explores al-Jassas’s method in presenting these possibilities. The study concludes with a summary of its
major findings and recommendations.
Keywords: Interpretive Possibilities, Types of Possibilities, Reasons for the Possibilities, Al-Jassas’
Methods of Presenting Interpretive Possibilities, Context of Possibility, Structure of Possibility, Preferred
Opinion
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Muhammad al-Baghdadi, Publisher: Majallat al-Hikmah,
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Al-Fawaid al-Bahiyya fi Tarajim al-Hanafiyya, Author: Abu al-
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Ist edition, 1403 AH / 1983 AD.
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and Tafsir of Al-Fatiha and Al-Baqarah, Edited and Studied by: Dr.
Muhammad Abd al-Aziz Basyuni, Publisher: Faculty of Arts,
Tanta University, 1st edition, 1420 AH / 1999 AD.

17. Fawat al-Wafayat, Author: Muhammad bin Shakir bin Ahmad bin
Abd al-Rahman bin Shakir bin Harun bin Shakir, Nicknamed Salah
al-Din (d. 764 AH), Edited by: Ihsan Abbas, Publisher: Dar Sader,
Beirut, 1st edition, Parts 1-4, 1973-1974 AD.

18. Al-Bahr al-Muhit fi al-Tafsir, Author: Abu Hayyan Muhammad
bin Yusuf bin Ali bin Yusuf bin Hayyan Athir al-Din al-Andalusi
(d. 745 ARH), Edited by: Sidqi Muhammad Jamil, Publisher: Dar al-
Fikr, Beirut, 1420 AH.

19. Tabaqat al-Mufassirin li al-Dawudi, Author: Muhammad bin Ali
bin Ahmad, Shams al-Din al-Dawudi al-Maliki (d. 945 AH),
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Azim al-Zurqgani (d. 1367 AH), Publisher: Isa al-Babi al-Halabi
Press, 3rd edition.

21. Istadraqat al-Salaf fi al-Tafsir khilal al-Qurun al-Thalatha al-Ula,
Author: Nayef bin Saeed bin Jum'an al-Zahrani, Publisher: Dar Ibn
al-Jawzi, 1st edition, 1430 AH.

22. Al-Ansab, Author: Abdul Karim bin Muhammad bin Mansur al-
Tamimi al-Sam'ani al-Marwazi, Abu Saad (d. 562 AH), Edited by:
Abdul Rahman bin Yahya al-Ma’limi al-Yamani et al., Publisher:
Council of Ottoman Encyclopaedia, Hyderabad, 1st edition, 1382
AH /1962 AD.
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Qadir bin Muhammad bin Nasr Allah al-Qurashi, Abu
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Muhammad al-Hilu, Publisher: Dar al-Rifa’i, Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, 1st edition, 1403 AH / 1989 AD.

. Muajam al-Buldan, Author: Shihab al-Din Abu Abdullah Yaqut

bin Abdullah al-Rumi al-Hamawi (d. 626 AH), Publisher: Dar
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Sharh Magamat al-Hariri, Author: Abu Abbas Ahmad bin Abd al-
Mu'min bin Musa al-Qaisi al-Shurayshi (d. 619 AH), Publisher:
Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, Beirut, 2nd edition, 2006 AD / 1427 AH.

Al-Rawd al-Mattar fi Khabar al-Aqtar, Author: Abu Abdullah
Muhammad bin Abdullah bin Abd al-Mun'im al-Himiri (d. 900
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Culture, Beirut, Printed at Dar al-Siraj, 2nd edition, 1980 AD.

Akhbar Abu Hanifa wa Ashabuh, Author: Al-Husayn bin Ali bin
Muhammad bin Ja'far, Abu Abdullah al-Saymari al-Hanafi (d. 436
AH), Publisher: Alam al-Kutub, Beirut, 2nd edition, 1405 AH /
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Tarikh Baghdad, Author: Abu Bakr Ahmad bin Ali bin Thabit bin
Ahmad bin Mahdi al-Khatib al-Baghdadi (d. 463 AH), Edited by:
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Beirut, 1st edition, 1422 AH /2002 AD.

Ikhtilaf al-Salaf fi al-Tafsir bayn al-Tanzir wa al-Tatbiq, Author:
Dr. Muhammad Saleh Muhammad Sulayman, Publisher: Tafsir
Center for Quranic Studies, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 2nd edition,
1436 AH /2015 AD.

Al-Burhan fi Ulum al-Quran, Author: Abu Abdullah Badr al-Din
Muhammad bin Abdullah bin Bahadur al-Zarkashi (d. 794 AH),
Edited by: Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim, Publisher: Dar Thya
al-Kutub al-Arabi, Isa al-Babi al-Halabi & Partners, 1st edition,
1376 AH/ 1957 AD.

Al-Itgan fi Ulum al-Quran, Author: Abdul Rahman bin Abi Bakr,
Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti (d. 911 AH), Edited by: Muhammad Abu al-
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Fadl Ibrahim, Publisher: General Egyptian Book Authority, 1394
AH /1974 AD.

33. Rawdat al-Nazir wa Jannat al-Manazir fi Usul al-Figh ala Madhhab
al-Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, Author: Abu Muhammad Muwafaq
al-Din Abdullah bin Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Qudamah al-
Jama’ili al-Maqdisi, Shams al-Din Ibn Qudamah al-Maqdisi (d.
620 AH), Publisher: Al-Riyan Foundation for Printing,
Distribution, 2nd edition, 1423 AH /2002 AD.

34. Al-Mukhtasar fi Usul al-Figh ala Madhhab al-Imam Ahmad bin
Hanbal, Author: Ibn al-Lahham, Ala al-Din Abu al-Hasan Ali bin
Muhammad bin Abbas al-Ba’li al-Dimashqi al-Hanbali (d. 803
AH), Edited by: Dr. Muhammad Mazhar Baqa, Publisher: King
Abdul Aziz University, Mecca.

35. Mudhakkira fi Usul al-Figh, Author: Muhammad al-Amin bin
Muhammad al-Mukhtar bin Abdul Qadir al-Jakni al-Shanqiti (d.
1393 AH), Publisher: Maktabat al-Ulum wa al-Hikm, Madinah, 5th
edition, 2001 AD.

36. Ahkam al-Quran, Author: Ahmad bin Ali Abu Bakr al-Razi al-
Jassas al-Hanafi (d. 370 AH), Edited by: Abdul Salam Muhammad
Ali Shahin, Publisher: Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, Beirut, 1st edition,
1415 AH/ 1994 AD.

37. Al-Muhkam wa al-Muhit al-Azim, Author: Abu al-Hasan Ali bin
Ismail bin Sayyidah al-Mursi (d. 458 AH), Edited by: Abdul
Hamid Hindawi, Publisher: Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, Beirut, 1st
edition, 1421 AH /2000 AD.

38. Al-Thkam fi Usul al-Ahkam, Author: Abu al-Hasan Ali bin
Muhammad bin Salim al-Thalabi al-Amidi (d. 631 AH), Publisher:
Al-Maktab al-Islami, 2nd edition, 1402 AH.

39. Tafsir al-Khazin al-Musamma li Bab al-Ta’wil fi Ma’ani al-Tanzil,
Author: Ala al-Din Ali bin Muhammad bin Ibrahim al-Baghdadi
al-Sharif al-Khazin, Publisher: Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, 1979 AD.

40. Tafsir al-Quran al-Hakim (Tafsir al-Manar), Author: Muhammad
Rashid bin Ali Rida (d. 1354 AH), Publisher: General Egyptian
Book Authority, 1990 AD.
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Ittijah al-Tafsir fi al-Qarn al-Rabi’ Ashar, Author: Prof. Dr. Fahd
bin Abdul Rahman bin Sulayman al-Rumi, Publisher: Published
with permission of the Presidency of Scientific Research and Ifta,
Saudi Arabia, 1st edition, 1407 AH / 1986 AD.

Al-Taysir fi Usul wa Ittijah al-Tafsir, Author: Imad Ali Abdul
Sami’, Publisher: Dar al-Iman, Alexandria, 2006 AD.

Mafateeh al-Ghaib = Al-Tafsir al-Kabir, Author: Abu Abdullah
Muhammad bin Umar bin Hasan bin al-Husayn al-Taymi al-Razi,
nicknamed Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606 AH), Publisher: Dar Thya
al-Turath al-Arabi, Beirut, 3rd edition, 1420 AH.

Anwar al-Tanzil wa Asrar al-Ta’wil, Author: Nasir al-Din Abu
Saeed Abdullah bin Umar bin Muhammad al-Shirazi al-Baydawi
(d. 685 AH), Edited by: Muhammad Abdul Rahman al-Mar’ashli,
Publisher: Dar lhya al-Turath al-Arabi, Beirut, 1st edition, 1418
AH.

Al-Tahrir wa al-Tanweer (Tahrir al-Ma’na al-Sadid wa Tanweer
al-Aql al-Jadid min Tafsir al-Kitab al-Majid), Author: Muhammad
al-Tahir bin Muhammad al-Tahir bin Ashur al-Tunisi (d. 1393
AH), Publisher: Tunisian Publishing House, Tunisia, 1984 AD.
Tafsir al-Tabari = Jami’ al-Bayan ‘an Ta’wil Ay al-Quran, Author:
Muhammad bin Jarir bin Yazid bin Kathir bin Ghalib al-Amili,
Abu Ja’far al-Tabari (d. 310 AH), Edited by: Dr. Abdullah bin
Abdul Mohsen al-Turki, in collaboration with Center for Islamic
Research, Dar Hijr, Publisher: Dar Hijr for Printing and
Distribution, 1st edition, 1422 AH /2001 AD.

Ma’alim al-Tanzil fi Tafsir al-Quran = Tafsir al-Baghawi, Author:
Muhyi al-Sunnah Abu Muhammad al-Husayn bin Mas’ud al-
Baghawi al-Shafi’i (d. 510 AH), Edited by: Abdul Razzaq al-
Mahdi, Publisher: Dar Thya al-Turath al-Arabi, Beirut, 1st edition,
1420 AH.

Al-Jami’ 1i Ahkam al-Quran = Tafsir al-Qurtubi, Author: Abu
Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Abi Bakr bin Farah al-Ansari
al-Khazraji Shams al-Din al-Qurtubi (d. 671 AH), Edited by:
Ahmad al-Barduni & Ibrahim Atfish, Publisher: Dar al-Kutub al-
Misriyya, Cairo, 2nd edition, 1384 AH / 1964 AD.
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49. Al-Musnad al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar bi Naql al-Adl ‘an al-Adl ila
Rasul Allah, Author: Muslim bin al-Hajjaj Abu al-Hasan al-
Qushayri al-Nisaburi (d. 261 AH), Edited by: Muhammad Fouad
Abdul Baqi, Publisher: Dar Thya al-Turath al-Arabi, Beirut.

50. Tawdhih al-Magasid wa al-Masalik bi Sharh Alfiyyat Ibn Malik,
Author: Abu Muhammad Badr al-Din Hasan bin Qasim bin
Abdullah bin Ali al-Muradi al-Masri al-Maliki (d. 749 AH), Edited
by: Abdul Rahman Ali Sulayman, Professor of Linguistics, Al-
Azhar University, Publisher: Dar al-Fikr al-Arabi, 1st edition, 1428
AH /2008 AD.

51. Al-Mujaz fi Qawa’id al-Lugha al-Arabiyya, Author: Saced bin
Muhammad bin Ahmad al-Afghani (d. 1417 AH), Publisher: Dar
al-Fikr, Beirut, 1424 AH /2003 AD.

52. I’rab al-Quran al-Karim, Authors: Ahmad Ubaid al-Da’as, Ahmad
Muhammad Hamidan, Ismail Mahmoud al-Qasim, Publisher: Dar
al-Munir & Dar al-Farabi, Damascus, 1st edition, 1425 AH.

53. Ma’ani al-Quran wa [’rabuh, Author: Ibrahim bin al-Sari bin Sahl,
Abu Ishaq al-Zajjaj (d. 311 AH), Edited by: Abdul Jalil Abdu
Shalabi, Publisher: Alam al-Kutub, Beirut, 1st edition, 1408 AH /
1988 AD.

54.I’rab al-Quran, Author: Abu Ja’far al-Nahhas Ahmad bin
Muhammad bin Ismail bin Yunus al-Muradi al-Nahwi (d. 338 AH),
Footnotes and commentary: Abdul Munim Khalil Ibrahim,
Publisher: Muhammad Ali Baydun Publications, Dar al-Kutub al-
[lmiyya, Beirut, 1st edition, 1421 AH.

55. Al-Ibhaj fi Sharh al-Minhaj (Minhaj al-Wusul ila ‘Ilm al-Usul 11 al-
Qadi al-Baydawi, d. 785 AH), Author: Taqi al-Din Abu al-Hasan
Ali bin Abdul Kafi bin Ali bin Tamam bin Hamid bin Yahya al-
Subki & his son Taj al-Din Abu Nasr Abdul Wahab, Publisher: Dar
al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, Beirut, 1416 AH / 1995 AD.

56. Al-Bahr al-Muhit fi Usul al-Figh, Author: Abu Abdullah Badr al-
Din Muhammad bin Abdullah bin Bahadur al-Zarkashi (d. 794
AH), Publisher: Dar al-Kutbi, 1st edition, 1414 AH /1994 AD.

57. Al-Bidaya wa al-Nihaya, Author: Abu al-Fida’ Ismail bin Umar
bin Kathir al-Qurashi al-Basri then al-Dimashqi (d. 774 AH),
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Edited by: Ali Shiri, Publisher: Dar Thya al-Turath al-Arabi, st
edition, 1408 AH / 1988 AD.

Al-Madkhal al-Mufassal 1i Madhhab al-Imam Ahmad wa Takhrij
al-Ashab, Author: Bakr bin Abdullah Abu Zaid bin Muhammad
bin Abdullah bin Bakr bin Uthman bin Yahya bin Ghayhab bin
Muhammad (d. 1429 AH), Publisher: Dar al-Asimah, Jeddah, 1st
edition, 1417 AH.

Mujmal al-Lugha 1i Ibn Faris, Author: Ahmad bin Faris bin
Zakariya al-Qazwini al-Razi, Abu al-Husayn (d. 395 AH), Edited
by: Zuhair Abdul Mohsen Sultan, Publisher: Al-Risalah
Foundation, Beirut, 2nd edition, 1406 AH / 1986 AD.

Al-Muzhir fi Ulum al-Lugha wa Anwa’iha, Author: Abdul
Rahman bin Abi Bakr Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti (d. 911 AH), Edited
by: Fouad Ali Mansour, Publisher: Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya,
Beirut, 1st edition, 1418 AH / 1998 AD.

Miftah al-Ulum, Author: Yusuf bin Abi Bakr bin Muhammad bin
Ali al-Sakaki al-Khwarizmi al-Hanafi Abu Ya’qub (d. 626 AH),
Edited, footnotes and commentary by: Na’im Zarzur, Publisher:
Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, Beirut, 2nd edition, 1407 AH / 1987 AD.
Al-Khasais, Author: Abu al-Fath Uthman bin Jinni al-Mawsili (d.
392 AH), Publisher: General Egyptian Book Authority, 4th edition.
Al-Mithal al-Sair fi Adab al-Katib wa al-Shair, Author: Nasr Allah
bin Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Abdul Karim al-Shibani al-
Jazri, Abu al-Fath Diya al-Din, known as Ibn al-Atheer al-Katib (d.
637 AH), Edited by: Muhammad Muhyi al-Din Abdul Hamid,
Publisher: Al-Maktaba al-Asriya, Beirut, 1420 AH.

Jawahir al-Balagha fi al-Ma’ani wa al-Bayan wa al-Badi’, Author:
Ahmad bin Ibrahim bin Mustafa al-Hashimi (d. 1362 AH), Edited,
verified and documented by: Dr. Yusuf al-Sumaili, Publisher: Al-
Maktaba al-Asriya, Beirut.

Al-Tafsir al-Munir fi al-Aqida wa al-Shari’a wa al-Manhaj,
Author: Dr. Wahba bin Mustafa al-Zuhayli, Publisher: Dar al-Fikr
al-Mu’asir, Damascus, 2nd edition, 1418 AH.

Al-Tabaqat al-Kabir, Author: Muhammad bin Sa’d bin Mani’ al-
Zuhri (d. 230 AH), Edited by: Ali Muhammad Omar, Publisher:
Maktabat al-Khanji, Cairo, 1st edition, 2001 AD.
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67. Al-Isti’ab fi Ma’rifat al-Ashab, Author: Abu Umar Yusuf bin
Abdullah bin Muhammad bin Abdul Bar bin Asim al-Namri al-
Qurtubi (d. 463 AH), Edited by: Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi,
Publisher: Dar al-Jeel, Beirut, 1st edition, 1412 AH / 1992 AD.

68. Asad al-Ghaba fi Ma’rifat al-Sahaba, Author: Abu al-Hasan Ali bin
Abi al-Karam Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Abdul Karim bin
Abdul Wahid al-Shibani al-Jazri, 1zz al-Din Ibn al-Atheer (d. 630
AH), Edited by: Ali Muhammad Mu’awwad & Adel Ahmad
Abdul-Mawjoud, Publisher: Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, 1st edition,
1415 AH/ 1994 AD.

69. Sunan Ibn Majah, Author: Ibn Majah, full name Abu Abdullah
Muhammad bin Yazid al-Qazwini (d. 273 AH), Edited by: Shu’aib
al-Arna’oot, Adel Murshid, Muhammad Kamil Qara Billi, Abdul
Latif Harz Allah, Publisher: Dar al-Risala al-‘Alamiya, 1st edition,
1430 AH /2009 AD.

70. Musnad Abu Dawud al-Tayalisi, Author: Abu Dawud Sulayman
bin Dawud bin al-Jarud al-Tayalisi al-Basri (d. 204 AH), Edited
by: Dr. Muhammad bin Abdul Mohsen al-Turki, Publisher: Dar
Hijr, Egypt, 1st edition, 1419 AH /1999 AD.

71. Musnad al-Bazzar published as Bahr al-Zakhar, Author: Abu Bakr
Ahmad bin Amr bin Abdul Khaliq bin Khalad bin Ubaid Allah al-
Bazzar (d. 292 AH), Edited by: Mahfouz al-Rahman Zain Allah,
Adel bin Sa’ad, Sabri Abdul Khaliq al-Shafi’i, Publisher: Maktabat
al-Ulum wa al-Hikm, Madinah, 1st edition, started 1988 AD,
completed 2009 AD.
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