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Abstract

Central Asia's position in the geopolitical balance between East and West is paramount, as
it forms the heart of Eurasia, where the interests of major powers intersect. The region's
significance lies in its role as a meeting point of geography and politics. Its location between
Russia, China, Iran, and Turkey has made it a focal point for competition over influence,
resources, and strategic corridors. Furthermore, the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991
paved the way for the emergence of five independent republics possessing vast oil, gas, and
mineral resources. However, this also posed a challenge to Russia, which lost its direct
control over the Eurasian space. Despite maintaining its military and cultural presence in
the region, Russia now faces a series of regional and international challenges that are
reshaping its sphere of influence. Therefore, the researcher employed an analytical
approach to arrive at the study's conclusions, which reveal the existence of real regional and
international challenges to Russia in Central Asia. This region has become an influential
power, exploiting the competitive landscape of regional and international forces and
leveraging this competition to advance its policies in the region.
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