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Abstract

Between 1898 and 1911, German foreign policy underwent a profound transformation with the adoption of
Weltpolitik (“world policy”), whose contours were outlined by Foreign Minister Bernhard von Biilow in the
Reichstag when he demanded for Germany a “place in the sun.” Berlin pursued expansion beyond Europe, seizing
opportunities in Africa and the Far East, which provoked British concerns. Domestically, Weltpolitik was tied to
Sammlungspolitik “politics of consolidation”, which aligned the throne with the industrial nobility in order to
counter the Social Democratic advance, while imperial projects were employed as a tool to ease social tensions in
what became known as “misleading social imperialism.” Weltpolitik also led to the mishandling of sensitive issues,
such as Germany’s involvement in the Boer War in South Africa, which further deepened British resentment.
This study also examines the failure of British attempts to conclude an alliance with Germany between 1898 and
1902, by tracing the diplomatic initiatives proposed by London and the German responses to them. The research
highlights that Berlin adhered firmly to the principles of Weltpolitik “world policy”. Conversely, London did not
show any willingness to accept the conditions for joining the Triple Alliance. With the failure of these negotiations,
Britain turned to an alternative course, culminating in the Anglo— Japanese Alliance on 30 January 1902, which
effectively ended the traditional policy of Splendid Isolation. Accordingly, the study demonstrates that the absence
of understanding between Britain and Germany contributed to reshaping the trajectory of international relations
at the turn of the twentieth century and deepened the divergence between the two powers in subsequent years.
The most important aspect addressed by this study is the development of the German naval power within the
framework of Weltpolitik “world policy” and its direct impact on the intensification of Anglo—German hostility on
the eve of World War I. Britain perceived the German naval expansion, associated with Admiral Alfred von Tirpitz
and his programs known as Flottenpolitik, as a direct threat to its traditional naval supremacy, which had
constituted the cornerstone of its security and global standing since the nineteenth century. This concern was
reflected in the press and public opinion through slogans such as “Wake up, England.” It also increased domestic
pressure on the British government to allocate substantial financial appropriations to maintain the principle of the
“two-power standard” and ensure both numerical and qualitative superiority over the German navy.

Keywords: Weltpolitik, Anglo—-German Relations, Wilhelm II, Britain, Naval Arms Aace, Sammlungspolitik ,
Politics of Consolidation, British Navy.
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