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Abstract

This study aims to reveal the aesthetics of isotopy and opposition in Takhlis al-Ibriz fi Talkhis Paris
by Rifa‘a al-Tahtawi, through a semiotic approach to the text that exposes the semantic mechanisms
by which al-Tahtawi established his Nahdawi discourse. The research begins from a central hypothesis
which states that isotopy and opposition are not merely rhetorical embellishments, but rather
constitute a deep textual structure through which the cultural vision of the text is organized.

The study applies the textual semiotic method, making use of the theories of Greimas and Barthes on
the concepts of isotopy and opposition, to trace how lexical units related to science, order, and
civilization were repeated to create a semantic isotopy that unifies the text, and how binary oppositions
such as (East/West, Civilization/Ignorance, Reform/Backwardness) emerged to uncover a critical
reformist strategy.

The research concludes that isotopy provided the text with semantic coherence that reflects al-
Tahtawi’s unified reformist vision, while opposition contributed to highlighting the critical tension
and reshaping the relationship with the Western “Other” in the light of an Arab-Islamic civilizational
project. Thus, the text presents an early model for activating semiotic mechanisms in modern Arabic
writing.

Keywords: Semiotic aesthetics — Isotopy — Opposition —Takhlis al-Ibriz — Rifa‘a al-Tahtawi — Textual
structure.
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