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Abstract

This historical study examines the topic of papal patronage of arts and culture during the Renaissance,
through a detailed analysis of the cultural and artistic policies pursued by Pope Leo X (1513-1521)
and Pope Clement VII (1523-1534). It emphasizes the pivotal role both popes played in supporting
humanistic literature, enhancing the status of the University of Rome, and patronizing Renaissance
artists such as Raphael and Michelangelo, as well as promoting the preservation of manuscripts, the
dissemination of printing, and the study of classical languages. The study also explores the impact of
political and economic catastrophes, such as the Sack of Rome in 1527, on cultural life, and illustrates
how Clement VII confronted these crises while striving to maintain the cultural project despite the
challenges.
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