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Abstract

This paper tackles the history of the Jewish
minority in the Arab Gulf. The writers introduced preface
which included the history of the Jews in the Arab
peninsula in the pre-Islamic period and their post-Islamic
immigrations until the end of twelfth century. History
didn’t mention any existence of the Jews in the region of
Arab Gulf because of their immigration to India and
Persia for peaceful, social, and economic reasons. History
kept silent until the beginning of the sixteenth century
where mentioning the Jewish existence in the Arab Gulf
has been revived with the foundation of the Portuguese
Empire in the East after discovering the Cape of Good
Hope in 1498, which led to a re-interest in the area by the
European countries and great groups of the European
travelers, merchants, and those who work in Portuguese
campaigns that had a number of Jews. The paper deals
with the Jewish minority in the Arab Gulf in the modern
age, and displays its economic activities, its political role,
and its social life and relationship with the citizens, the
governing local authorities and the occupying foreign
authorities.

The paper studies the reasons of the Jewish
immigration to the Arab Gulf during the modern ages in
detail, and the origin of the Jewish immigration that was
represented by Iraq mainly then Persia and India, and the
areas of its new settlement in the Arab Gulf, and the
reasons that led them to choose these areas particularly.

The movement of the Jewish immigration to the
Arab Gulf increased during the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, and the springs of the immigrating of the
Jewish minorities to the areas of the Arab Gulf varied
with it.

The paper tackles the most famous and important
Jewish families who immigrated to the areas of the Arab
Gulf and their business and companies and the
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employments that many of them had occupied, and their
effect in the communities where they lived and settled,
and their influence by the customs and traditions and the
modes of these communities.

The writers shows the number of the immigrating
Jews to the Arab Gulf like Al-Kuwait, Al-Ihsaa', Al-
Hafoof, Al-Bahrain, and Amman (Masqat, Sahar, and
Matrah), and shows what these countries had undergone
an increase and decrease in their numbers and the reasons
that caused that till 1948, where their numbers began to
diminish as a consequence of the events that took place in
Palestine because of the law of division, and the
beginning of their immigration outside the Arab Gulf and
the Arab countries in general.
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